
 

 

Current Staff  

Course   

Unit/ Length Unit Objectives/ Big 
Ideas 

Basic Outline/ 
Structure 

Materials/ Text Content Vocabulary CCSS Assessment 

 
Ch. 1 

 
Roots of American 

People 
(Prehistory to 

1500) 
 

How different cultures 
and traditions developed 
around the world 

PreReading: How did 
Native Americans work 
together?  
 
Section 1: The Earliest 
Americans 
● Land Bridge Theory 

● Mayas – Aztecs – 

Incas  
-  

Section 2: Cultures of 
North America 
 
Section 3: Trade 
Networks of Asia and 
Africa 
Islam 
 
Section 4: The European 
Heritage 
● Judeo-Christian 

Tradition 

● Greek-Roman 

Tradition 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps:  
● Early American 

Migration 

● Homes of Native 

Americans 

● Global Trade 15th 

Century 

glacier, irrigation, surplus, 
civilization, culture, adobe, 
navigation, monotheism, direct 
democracy, republic 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 

Ch. 1 test 

Ch. 2 
 

What were the causes 
and effects of European 

Section 1: The Age of 
Exploration: First 
Europeans 

 
Textbook 
 

strait, circumnavigate, 
conquistador, plantation, 

R.H.4 
R.H.2 
R.H.7 

Ch. 2 test 
crossword 



Europe Looks 
Outward (1000 -

1720) 

exploration of the 
Americas? 

Section 2: Spain's 
Empire in the Americas: 
Spanish Colonies  
 
Section 3: Europeans 
Compete in North 
America: Religious / 
Economic Conflicts in 
Europe – Asia  
 
Section 4: France and 
the Netherlands in 
North America 

Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps:  
● Early Voyages 

● Spanish Exploration 

● French Exploration 

Charts:  
● Columbian Exchange 

● Mercantilism 
 
 
 

mercantilism, coureur de bois, 
alliance 

Ch. 3 
 
Colonies Take 
Root (1587-1752) 

How the English started 
colonies with distinct 
qualities in North 
America 

Section 1: The First 
English Settlements 
 
Section 2: The New 
England Colonies 
 
Section 3: The Middle 
Colonies 
 
Section 4: The Southern 
Colonies 
 
Section 5: Spanish 
Colonies on the 
Borderlands 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps:  
● Early English 

Settlements 

● New England 

Colonies 

● Middle Colonies 

● Southern Colonies 

● 13 Colonies 

● Spanish Borderlands 

 
Videos:  
● Native Am/English 

● Quakers 

charter, representative 
government, pilgrim, toleration, 
town meeting, backcountry, debtor, 
borderland 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 

Ch. 3 test 

Ch. 4 
 

How colonial life took 
shape 

Section 1: Governing the 
Colonies 

 
Textbook 

legislature, bill of rights, habeus 
corpus, libel, apprentice, middle 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 

Ch. 4 test 



 
Life in the 

Colonies (1647-
1750) 

 
Section 2: Colonial 
Society 
 
Section 3: Slavery in the 
Colonies 
 
Section 4: The Spread of 
New Ideas 

 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: “Atlantic Slave 
Trade” 

-  

Videos: CC “Atl. Slave 
Trade” 
 
 
 

class, triangular trade, racism, slave 
code, natural rights, divine rights, 
separation of powers 

Ch. 5 
 

 
Road to 

Revolution (1745-
1776) 

How the colonial/British 
relationship fell apart 

Section 1: Trouble on 
the Frontier 
 
Section 2: The Colonists 
Resist Tighter Control 
 
Section 3: From Protest 
to Rebellion 
 
Section 4: The War 
Begins 

 
Textbook 
iCivics- Hey, King: Get off 
our backs 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: “French/Indian 
War” 

-  

Videos: CC “Am. Rev.” 
CC “Tea/Taxes” 
CC “French/Indian War” 
-  

 
 

militia, cede, duty(tax), boycott, 
petition, writ of assistance, 
monopoly, repeal, minuteman, 
blockade, mercenary 

H.R.4 
H.R.7 
R.H.8 
R.H.1 

Ch. 5 test 

Ch. 6 
 
 

American 
Revolution (1776-

1783) 

How the American 
colonists gained their 
independence 

Section 1: A Nation 
Declares Independence 
 
Section 2: A Critical 
Time 
 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
“Declaration of 
Independence” 

resolution, preamble, grievance, 
cavalry, enlist, civilian, continental, 
privateer, guerrilla, traitor 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
R.H.9 
R.H.1 
W.HST.1 

Ch. 6 test 



Section 3: The War 
Widens 
 
Section 4: Winning 
Independence 

Maps: “Revolution in the 
South” 
“Revolution in the West” 
“Revolutionary War 
1775-1777” 

-  

Videos: Story of US 
“Revolution” 
-  

 
 

Ch. 7 
 

Creating the 
Constitution 
(1776-1790) 

How the U.S. 
Constitution overcame 
the weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation 
and provided for the 
organization of the new 
government 

Section 1: Governing a 
New Nation 
Section 2: The 
Constitutional 
Convention 
 
Section 3: Debating the 
Constitution 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: “Western Land 
Claims” 

-  

Videos: CC 
“Constitution” 
-  

Citizenship Handbook p. 
251-271 
 

constitution, executive, economic 
depression, judicial branch, 
compromise, ratify 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
R.H.3 
R.H.8 

Constitution Test 

Ch. 8 
 

Launching A New 
Nation (1789-

1800) 

How Americans 
responded to 
internal/external 
challenges 

Section 1: Washington 
Takes Office 
 
Section 2: The Birth of 
Political Parties 
 
Section 3: Troubles at 
Home and Abroad 
 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: “Treaty of 
Greenville” 

-  

inauguration, precedent, bond, 
speculator, unconstitutional, tariff, 
faction, neutral, impressment, alien, 
sedition, nullify, states’ rights 

R.H.4  
R.H.7 
R.H.9 
R.H.8 

Ch. 8 test 



Section 4: The 
Presidency of John 
Adams 

Videos:  
-  

 
 

Ch.9 
 

Era of Thomas 
Jefferson (1800-

1815) 

How Jefferson and 
Madison dealt with 
unresolved problems 

Section 1: Jefferson 
Takes Office 
 
Section 2: The Louisiana 
Purchase and Lewis and 
Clark 
 
Section 3: A Time of 
Conflict 
 
Section 4: The War of 
1812 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: War of 1812 

- Land taken from 

Nat.Am. 

- Louisiana 

Purchase 

Videos: CC “War of 
1812” 
- CC “Jefferson” 

 
 

Laissez faire, judicial review, 
expedition, continental divide, 
tribute, embargo, smuggle, 
nationalism, war hawk, blockade, 
secede 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
 

Ch. 9 test 

Ch. 10 
 

Changing Nation 
(1815-1840) 

How the nation reflected 
a growing sense of 
national pride and 
identity 

Section 1: Building a 
National Identity 
Section 2: Dealing With 
Other Nations 
 
Section 3: The Age of 
Jackson 
 
Section 4: Indian 
Removal 
 
Section 5: Finance and 
States' Rights 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: Indian Removal 
New nations of Lat. Am. 

-  

Videos:  
-  

 
 

charter(contract), dumping, 
capitalism, interstate commerce, 
self-government, suffrage, caucus, 
nominating convention, spoils 
system, nullification  

R.H.4 
R.H.9 
R.H.7 
W.HST.1a 

Ch. 10 test 



Ch. 11 
 

North and South 
Take Different 
Paths (1800-

1845) 
 
--Industrial 
Revolution 

Why Americans took 
different paths in the 
early 1800’s 

Section 1: The Industrial 
Revolution 
 
Section 2: The North 
Transformed 
 
Section 3: The 
Plantation South 
 
Section 4: Americans 
Move Westward 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
Kid’s Discover - Ind. Rev. 
Maps: Roads/Canals 
1820-1850 
 

-  

Videos: CC “industrial 
Revolution” 
-  

 
 

factory system, capitalist, mass 
production, interchangeable parts, 
urbanization, telegraph, famine, 
nativist, discrimination, cotton gin, 
spiritual, turnpike, corduroy road, 
canal, efficient, inferior 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
W.HST.1 
R.H.8 

Ch. 11 test 

Ch. 12 
 

Age of Reform 
(1820-1860) 

How reformers and 
writers inspired change 
and sparked controversy 

Section 1: Improving 
Society 
 
Section 2: The Fight 
Against Slavery 
 
Section 3: A Call for 
Women's Rights 
 
Section 4: American 
Literature and Arts 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: Underground RR 

-  

Videos:  
-  

 
 

social reform, predestination, 
revival, temperance movement, 
prohibition, abolitionist, 
transcendentalism, individualism, 
civil disobedience, impulse 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 

Ch. 12 test 

Ch. 13 
 

Westward 
Expansion (1820-

1860) 

How westward 
expansion changed the 
geography of the country 
and demonstrated the 
determination of its 
people 

Section 1: The West 
 
Section 2: Trails to the 
West 
 
Section 3: Conflict with 
Mexico 
 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: Growth of U.S. to 
1853 

frontier, hostile, expansion, 
mountain man, rendezvous, 
dictatorship, siege, annex, provoke, 
polygamy, forty-niner, water rights, 
vigilante 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
 

Ch. 13 test 



Section 4: A Rush to the 
West 

Texas war for 
Independence 
Trails to the west 
N.Am. in 1830 

-  

Videos: Story of US 
“Westward” 
-  

 
 

Ch. 14 
 

The Nation 
Divided (1846-

1861) 

How the nation tried and 
failed to deal with the 
growing sectional 
differences 

Section 1: Growing 
Tensions Over Slavery 
 
Section 2: Compromises 
Fail 
 
Section 3: The Crisis 
Deepens 
 
Section 4: The Coming 
of the Civil War 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: Kansas/Nebraska 
Act 

- Election of 1860 

Videos: CC “Election of 
1860” 
Story of US “Division” 

 
 

popular sovereignty, fugitive, 
propaganda, civil war, vital, 
accommodation, crisis 

R.H.4 
R.H.7 
R.H.9 

Ch. 14 test 

Ch. 15 
 

The Civil War 
(1861-1865) 

How people, places, and 
things affected the 
outcome of the Civil War 

Section 1: The Call to 
Arms 
 
Section 2: Early Years of 
the War 
 
Section 3: The 
Emancipation  
Proclamation 
 

 
Textbook 
 
Primary Sources – 
“Gallopade”  
 
Maps: Union/Confed. 

- Early days of the 

war 

border state, neutral, martial law, 
ironclad, casualty, emancipate, 
habeus corpus, draft, income tax, 
inflation, reinforce, total war, 
sustain 

R.H.4 
R.H.5 
R.H.6 
R.H.7 
R.H.8 
R.H.1 
W.HST. 2a 

Civil War Project 



Section 4: The Civil War 
and American Life 
 
Section 5: Decisive 
Battles 

- Final Battles of 

the Civil War 

Videos: Story of US “Civil 
War”,  
“Battle of Shiloh” 
“Andersonville” 
“Hunt for John Wilkes 
Booth” 
-  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 


