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September Dates 

to Remember: 

6th No School 

6th Band in Witt  parade 

8th Magazine Fundraiser 

kick-off 

16th Open House 

7:00—8:00 

23rd GB—5:00  Here 

Wirth Middle School 

25th—

30th 

Hoops Classic GBB 

Tournament 

Times:  TBA 

The School Year at HJHS Off and Running! 

     September has found HJHS in fine fashion, and it’s exciting to note that the school year 

is off to a great start.  The sound of students in the halls has replaced the silence of the sum-

mer time. Teachers are hard at work; classrooms are a buzz with activity.  It’s going to be a 

great year.  

     A number of students started their school year by building a float for the Old Settlers 

Parade. Their hard work was rewarded with a third-place ribbon in the contest.  The Dragon 

Fire community service group at HJHS was busy in August helping to set up and facilitate 

the Back Yard Bash at the Witt Christian Church.  A fun time was had by all who attended, 

and a big thank you goes out to Pastor Nick Giessert for allowing us to participate.  Future 

projects for the Dragon Fire include a clean up of the Witt Cemetary prior to the Labor Day 

Homecoming Celebration, landscaping at the United Methodist Church in Hillsboro, and 

painting the concession stand at the ball diamonds in Coffeen.  

     We had our annual Back to School Bash at HJHS on Friday, August 13.  It was attended 

by about 250 of our kids, and it featured a night of dancing, music, and fun on an inflatable 

obstacle course.  Throughout September there will be afternoons of dodge ball, Dragon Den 

Recreation Room, and open gyms for the different grades at HJHS.  Announcements and 

permission slips will be available for students at school. 

     A few reminders:  Please be sure to contact the office before 9:00 A.M. if your child is 

to be absent.  Please be sure to watch your child’s cafeteria account.  When a student’s ac-

count has no money, they will not be allowed to charge a meal.  To keep up to date on all of 

your child’s assignments and homework, visit our website and view the page for your 

child’s grade, and visit our Family Access site for information pertaining to grades and 

achievement. 

     Lastly, please don’t be a stranger.  If you need anything that pertains to the academic, 

social, emotional, or physical well being of your child, do not hesitate to contact the faculty 

and staff of HJHS.  We are here for all kids, our door is always open, and you are always 

welcome to our school. 

   Welcome HJHS students, new and old! My name is Jennifer Anderson and I am the 

guidance counselor at the school.  Parents, my role at the school is simple - to help 

your child succeed! I talk to students who may come to me themselves or who are 

referred to me by faculty, administrators, or parents.  Issues that I deal with range from 

academic to social and personal needs.  I assist with achievement testing, peer media-

tion, freshmen registration, and parent teacher conferences, just to name a few.  I have 

several resources available that address parenting support and adolescent concerns and 

I can assist with referrals to area agencies to meet individual needs.  Please feel free to 

contact me at 532-3742 or come by my office. 

 

Just Say No To Fighting 

   Due to the great success and popularity of the Fight-Free Program, it is in place 

again this year.  Through the program we have seen students try to solve their differ-

ences without fighting, stop fights before they start, and report potential problems to 

staff members.  As a result, we have had very few fights.  We are proud of the safe 

environment created in our school where students do not have to witness fighting.  The 

Fight-Free Program rewards are: 

 1st Quarter Every STUDYHALL that has not had a fight—Soda and Candy Bar Party 

 2nd Quarter Every TEAM that has not had a fight— ―Play Day‖ 

 3rd Quarter Every GRADE that has not had a fight—Go to a Movie 

 4th Quarter The WHOLE SCHOOL hasn’t had a fight—All-School Field Day 

Parents:  Please help us teach kids to find alternative solutions to problems other than 

fighting.  Also, if your child is having a problem with another student, please let us 

know.  Thanks. 

************************************************************************************************************* 

   I would like to attend Parent/Teacher conference.  My preference is: 

 

   _____  Wednesday, October 6 (4:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M.) 

 

   _____  Thursday, October 7 (4:00 P.M. — 7:30 P.M.) 

 

   __________________________________________        ____________        ______________________________________________ 

     Child’s Name                                                                      Grade                       Parent’s Name 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

   Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on Wednesday, October 6, from 4:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. and on Thursday, October 7, 

from 4:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.  To schedule a ten-minute meeting with your child’s teachers, please call the school office (532-3742) 

and ask to speak to Mrs. Holcomb or use the form at the bottom of this page.  Send the completed form to school by mail or have 

your child return it to the office by Friday, September 24, as slots fill up quickly.  Confirmation of your appointment time will be 

given to your child to bring home. 

To the Deanôs Office . . . 

     I would like to take this op-

portunity to introduce myself to 

the parents and students at 

HJHS.  My name is Jean 

Hobson.  I am very excited 

about starting the new school 

year.  I have had an enjoyable 

summer break and hope yours 

has been relaxing as well.  I am 

here to assist and guide your 

child in making appropriate 

choices that will aid in his/her 

development.  We have many 

reward systems and positive 

opportunities here at the Jr. 

High, however, at times we all 

make poor choices and must 

address the consequences of 

those decisions.  It is my hope 

that your child will have a posi-

tive and productive school year 

here at HJHS.  I will do my best 

to assist him or her in achieving 

that goal. 

Monthly newsletter, daily as-

signments, athletic schedules, 

menus, and more are available 

on the web at 
  

www.hillsboroschools.net 



We are collecting  General Mills 

box tops and Campbell’s labels.  

Students can turn them in to LAIR 

teachers. 
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6th Grade News 

     We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Hillsboro Jr. High School.  For those who are new to our community, we 

would like to extend a special welcome.  We hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing summer.  The year ahead will be filled 

with many challenges, for you as parents, we as teachers, and for the students.   Parents are the driving force in their children’s lives.  

Please show your concern by asking your child about the school day.  Sixth-grade students should bring home their agenda and an AR 

book every night.  Be sure to sign and check their agenda book for daily assignments and make certain that this work is completed and 

returned to school.  Students should read 20 pages of AR each day.  We look forward to getting to know your child this year.   Please 

call us (532-3742) if you have any concerns or questions.  Our available times are daily from 3:20 to 3:45 P.M.    

     The Sixth-Grade Teachers are:  Mrs. Adam—Science , Mrs. Brauns—Literature, Mrs. Daniels—Social Studies, Mrs. Mathews—

Math, Mrs. Speraneo—Language Arts, and Ms.  Fulton – Resource.  You can check out the school website for a detailed list of as-

signments each week.  

Our students will be working on the following in class: 

Language Arts:  Students will be working on nouns, pronouns, and paragraph writing. 

Literature:  We will studying many different kinds and parts of literature this year. We will start off the year using the literature text-

book and learning about characterization and point of view.  

Math:  Chapter 1, Patterns, Rounding, Estimating, and Variables 

Science:  Waves and Sound 

Social Studies:  We will be learning about prehistory and Mesopotamia during the next month.  Students will be doing a lot of map 

work this year as we travel around the world learning about ancient cultures.  

7th  Grade News 

Welcome back.  We are looking forward to a productive school year in seventh grade! 

Here are our academic plans for the beginning of the year: 

Math:  Mrs. Reeves—Work with number sense, patterns and algebraic thinking 

Social Studies:  Mr. Hart—Study Early Americans and Early Explorers 

Language Arts:  Mrs. Jorn—Sentence Unit and Spelling activities 

Science:  Mrs. Duff —Study the scientific method in preparation for the Science Fair 

Literature:  Mrs. Connor—Literary elements; Class novel, Tuck Everlasting 

Miss Bauman is the resource teacher.  She will be teaching instructional Language Arts and Literature. 

8th Grade News 

Welcome back!  Teachers on the 8th grade team are:  Math and Algebra—Beth Hertel; Social Studies—Dyke Buerkett; Science—

Jamie Harrison; Language Arts—Kim LeGate, Literature—Florence Rozmislowicz, and 8th grade Resource—Paul Durand. 

Math:    We will begin the year with Chapter 1, ―Variables and Equations.‖ 

Algebra:  Students will study Chapter 1, ―Tools of Algebra.‖ 

Social Studies:  Classes will begin with Chapter 16, ―Reconstruction and the New South,‖ in our text books. 

Science:  We will be studying plant and animal cells. 

Language Arts:  Students will be working on writing.  We will start with prepositions and then move onto the sentence and its parts. 

Literature:  We will begin the year with a Self-Portrait.  In September we will be reading short stories out of the text. 

Mr. Durand:  Language Arts—Students will be writing essays and working on complete sentences and paragraphs.  Literature—

We will be starting a novel and reading circles. 

8th grade teachers are available from 8:00—8:50 or after school until 4:00. 

                                             MEDIA MESSAGES 
     Hi! I’m Mrs. Klump, and I am very excited to be your new Media Specialist.  Please 

come in and see me in the Library/Media Center.  

     Each month I will be featuring an area in the library that includes books on current top-

ics.  For example, this month in the ―What’s in Season?‖ section, I have books about foot-

ball (in support of our JFL players) and basketball (for our Girls’ Dragon team which will 

soon begin practice).  In the ―In the News‖ section, I have books on oil spills and coal 

mines, since the Hillsboro area’s new coal mine is under construction.  In the ―What’s 

Your Hobby?‖ section, I am featuring books about skateboarding and drawing.  In this 

area of the Media Center, I also include materials to go along with what students are cur-

rently covering in their classes.  For example, I am currently displaying books with infor-

mation to help with Science Fair Projects and Science Experiments, as well as books on 

historical topics currently being studied, such as Native Americans or Mesopotamia.  

Many of the books in this area have Accelerated Reader quizzes, so your child can read a 

book that supports his or her current curriculum, the news, or a possible new hobby.  

     Of course, we still have many fiction books with AR quizzes as well.  Please encourage 

your child to read for both learning and enjoyment!  I’m looking forward to helping him 

or her in the Library/Media Center.  Please let me know if you have any suggestions or 

need assistance.  

     One final note, if you would like to be a parent volunteer in the media center on a regu-

lar basis, let me know.  I could always use some extra support.  Thank you and I am look-

ing forward to seeing your child soon.  

8th-grade students and parents are invited toan informational meeting regarding the Washington, DC, trip in June, 2011.  

The meeting will take place in Mr. Buerkettôs room at 8:00 after the September 16 Open House.  Hope to see you there! 

PE Profile 

     Ms. Swearingin and Mr. 

VanGiesen would like to wel-

come back everyone.  We hope 

you all had a wonderful  summer 

and stayed active.  During the 

first week of PE, students learned 

about class procedures and ex-

pectations.  Students also re-

ceived a combination lock and 

were assigned lockers to secure 

personal belongings during PE. 

START PLANNING NOW!  To attend the End - of - the - Year  

SPLASH DAY IN MAY!!!  

REQUIREMENTS:  

GOOD BEHAVIOR:  No more than 2 Referrals, No I.S., No E.S.  

             GOOD ATTENDANCE:  No more than 9 absences for the year.  

             ALL SCHOOL FEES PAID.  


